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her with the nine-headed dragon resting on her lap. Tho return of PersephonS is strangely set forth in the story of the House in the Wood, which in other stories is the house or case of ice in which the seemingly dead princess is laid* This house breaks np, like the ice, at the return of spring1. The sides crack, ' the doors were slammed back against tho walls; the beams groaned as if they were being riven away from their fastenings; the stairs fell down, and at last it seemed as if the whole roof fell in.* On waking from her sleep the maiden finds herself in a splendid palace, surrounded by regal luxuries. The maiden has returned from the dreary abode of Hades to the green couch of the life-giving mother.
The               The gradual lengthening of the days after the winter
inggdays" so^tice is singularly seen in Grimm's story of the Nix of the Mill Pond. In this tale, the dawn-bride, severed from her husband, betakes herself to an old woman, who comforts her and bids her comb her long hair by the water-side and see what would happen. As she plies her golden comb, a wave rolling to the bank carries it away. Presently the waters began to bubble and the head of the huntsman (Alphcios) appears. 6 He did not speak, but looked at his wife sorrowfully, and at the same moment another wave rolled on and covered his head.5 A second time she goes to the old woman, who gives her a flute, and this time there * appeared not only the head, but half the body of the man, who stretched out his arms towards his wife; but at the same mo^ meiit a wave came and covering his head drew him down again.3 The third time she comes with a spinning-wheel of gold (the wheel of Ixi6n), and the huntsman leaping out of the waters harries away with his wife from the demons who seek to seize them. In the story of Jungfrau Maloen (Korfi), the princess and her maid are shut up in a dark tower, and are constrained to scrape a hole through the wall in order to let in the light. When they are able to peep out they see a blue sky, but everything on the earth is desolate as at the close of a northern winter, and like Cinderella, the maiden is obliged to take the cook's place in the king's palace, where at length, as in other stories? she becomes the